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INVASIVE ANIMAL SPECIES

The invasive Guttural Toads, Sclerophrys 

gutturalis, reproduce prolifically and 

outcompete naturally occurring species. 

A species invasion occurs when 

an animal is introduced into an 

area where it had not previously 

existed and/or naturally occurred.  

Extinctions and threats to biodiversity 

globally, are largely driven by invasive 

alien species. 

GUTTURAL TOADS

Guttural Toads are one of the main 

factors leading to the endangerment of 

Western Leopard Toads, Amietophrynus 

pantherinus as it competes for the same 

habitat and resources. 

A single female Guttural Toad can lay 

up to 20,000 eggs per season, so it is 

important to capture all Guttural 

Toads sighted. 

Guttural toads tend to go into hibernation 

as temperatures drop. They are most 

active in spring and summer, with their 

mating season being between September 

and March.

LEGISLATION

Invasive alien species legislation 

(Natural Environment Management 

Biodiversity Act: Invasive Species 

R e g u l a t i o n s )  m a n d a t e s  t h a t 

residents are required to grant 

access to their properties in order 

to facilitate the management or 

control of alien invasive species. 
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WESTERN LEOPARD TOADS

The endemic gravely endangered 

Western Leopard Toad is found 

only in the south-western cape and 

nowhere else on Earth. Therefore 

protecting our Western Leopard Toad 

and its habitat is vital for its survival. 

Western leopard toad

Guttural toad
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

REPORT GUTTURAL TOADS TO:

Tel: 021  702 2884 
Mobile: 071  115  6845

Email: gutturaltoads@ncc-group.co.za

For more information (includes mating 
calls of both species) scan this QR Code.
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2022 Guttural Toad Distribution

Characteristic Guttural Toad Western Leopard Toad

Scientific 
Name Sclerophrys gutturalis Amietophrynus pantherinus

Size Up to 13 cm (5 inches) Up to 12 cm (4.7 inches)

Skin Texture Rough, warty Smooth, with some warts

Sound
Deep, guttural ,  pulsed snore 
resembling bounces of a dropped 
ping-pong ball

Long drawn-out snore on overcast days

Coloration

Light to dark brown with pairs of 
darker brown patches. Pale prominent 
cross on head formed by two sets 
of dark brown patches with a dirty 
white/yellowish underside and a red 
infusion on hind legs.

Striking symmetrical dark redbrown markings, 
edged in black & yellow. Usually with a yellow 
line down the back. No cross formation on the 
head. Whiteish underside with no red infusion 
on hind legs.

Vocalisation Distinctive, deep guttural calls Soft, melodious trilling sounds

Habitat Moist environments, including 
gardens Fynbos vegetation, breeding in ponds

Diet Insects, small vertebrates, and plants Insects, worms, and other invertebrates

Breeding 
Behavior

Explosive breeders with large 
spawnings Males call and females lay eggs in water

Conservation 
Status Invasive Species Endangered
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